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History of Chumah Church
Chumah began as a Mission Charge on a circuit stre'tching from Birtle to

Oak River in 1883. The services were held for 'a time in some of the homes of
the disrt:ric't.The past office was in Mr. Clarridge's house.

In 'the early years theserV!ioes weTe -conducted 'by laymen, 'students and
ordained ministers. The following ils a lis:t of ones who were in charge from
1883 to 1901. /

Rev. Baker, who took the funeral s'ervice fur a little child of Mr. 'and Mrs.
Jas. Kirk. The topic of 'the sermon was i'The VaC'anItChair".

Rev. Myers-
Rev. G. H. Long
W. P. McHaffie
W. H. Taylor
W. R. Hughes

W. B. Cheguin
T. B. Beynon
W. Summerville - 1894
J. J. ChuickshaJlllks - 1895-1898
Rev. P. W. Davies - 1898-1901

In a Financial Statemenrt of BiTtle District tfor the year 1888-1889, we were
under the Beulah Mission. The following appointments were included:

Beulah
Ethel
B1aris
Mini:ota
Arrow River
Carlingville

Amount raised by circuit __._ _._ _ _ $721.00
Amount contrI,buted by Chumah _ _ _ _ _.._ : __ _ $ 72.15
Chumah contri'bU!te'rs that year were:

Chumah
Hamiota
Viola Dale
Oak River
Wheatland

Mr. W. Hazlewood
Mrs. James Kirk
Mr. Jamie Clarridge
Mr. Wm. Hannah
Mr. W. W. Lewis
Mr. Jos. Andrew
Mr. Jos. McLean

Mr. Thos. Pearson
Mr. Robt. Pears'On
Mr. H. Stinson
Mr. Geo. Andrew
Mr. Titus Andrew
Mr. Z. Latimer
Harold Kirk (Mission Card)

Mr. W. Lewis at this dwte (1953) is thought t'o be the only one of thi:s list
still living.

The Chumialh Public School wa:s buIlt preV'iousto thti's time 'OnMr. Hannah's
farm. This farm is now owned 'by Mr. Albert Kirk. There is 'another building
near the school sHe s'aid to be the oldest bu!ilding in tlle district. It seTVed as a
hous-e until sever'a:l years ago when Alber't 'bU!i1ta new house. The OT'i'ginialone
was remodelled into a granary, and has an electric -crusher iinstalled. The Pub-
lic School became the social centre of fu'e dlistrict, seTVing IC\S a 8'choo1, Church
and general meelting place.

Sunday School started in the schoal in 1888. Mr. Wm. Frazer was super-
intendent fora short time, 'but soon transferred to the Old Hamiota 'three miles
s.outh etaslt of where Hamiota now standis. The name of Hamilton was used at
fiI'st.



Chumah Sunday School began ~s 'a Uni'on School, buJt was soon taken over
by the Methodists. Mr. H. Andrew iand Mr. Lewis 1b'okOV'eTwhen Mr. Frazer
left, and 'the Sunday School bec'ame organized.

Mr. Wesley Hiazlewooi was one of the first Stewar'ds for tile church.

A few year's later smaller- circuits were organized ·and Chumah was in-
cluded in the cicr:<cuitwith Oak River and Hamiojja.

In the Sunday School record of 1892, Mr. H. Andrew was Bible Cl'a:ss 'teach-
er. From 'this record we deduce thaltthe 'following people were associa'ted with
Chumili:

Mr. and Mrs. Jlas. Clarridge and Gertie Clarridge, known later as Mrs.
J'ames McConnell.

The Pearson fiamily, Thomas" Mary (Mrs. J. Delbridge), William, Lois,
(Mrs. Wm. Andrew), Martha, (Mrs. D. Herrderson), and Mr. Md
Mrs. Robert Pearson.

The Hannah family listed were: J,ames, Robert, (who lateT became a
'Salv'art:i'on Army captain) and Joseph.

The Stinson family listed were: Nellie, Milton, Wesley, and Eddie.
John Scott.
H. Curry
C. CrrSitingson

The Smith fiamily listed were:Mr. and Mrs. H. Smirt:h,Sidney, Emma and
Ella-Edith {Mrs. W. W. ~ewis~ and Annie (Mrs. F. Thorn'ton).
Arthur Baines
Bella Kerr
S. Middleton

The 'ld'stof officers !in 1892 were las follows:
Mr. J'ames Clarridge
Mary Pearson
SamU'f:~lKirk
Mr. H. Andrew
Miss G. Claffidge

Others l!i:sltedin the school or in the dis'trict were:

The Laltimers and their ohildren Willie, Ella ,TIllie, Gertrude land James.
Mr. land Mrs. Jesse DelbI'idrge and family a'Vtended Chumah /for 'a time,

then transferred to Hami:ata church.

Mr. and Mrs. Ellerington, Mark, Alice and Idia.

Mr. and Mrs. James KiTk and family, Harold, Jennie, Rachel, Alice, and
James.

Miss Baker, the 'Sich-ool"teacher, Wh6 later bec1ame Mrs. Thed Houck.

Wm. Breen, who worked in the disltriclt for many y~ars. He was; very
loyal fu his friends ot the districlt until hli'sdeaJth a few years ago.

H. Gill
Mrs. H. Andrew

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Kirk and family, Rob't., and Albert Conn, Ernie, Flor-
,errce 'and Hiram.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Hazelwood, John Samuel. and Ed:.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Delbridge;' 'a few year'S la:ter.



Decemlber 10, 1897, Rev. J. Crulkkshanks.

Officers - Mr. Wm. Andrew, Mr W. Lewis, Mr. Joe Andrew, Mr. W.
Hazlewood, Miss Emma Smith, Miss M. Baker, Mr. Fred Houck, Mr. Harold
Kirk.

December 5th - Pastor Rev. P. W. DavIes
Organist 'appointed, Miss Baker and Mis!s Nelli'e HOU!0k.

Papers used in Sunday School-The Pleasant Hours, Sunbeams, HaJppy
Days, Banners, !and piclture cards.

June 5th, 1898 - arranged 'a picn'ic. Mr. Wm. Andrew 'acted 'as (jh:a.iirman.
On motion of Mr. J. Couke and Mr. Lewis l't wasc'arried that a picnic ,be held.
Sports committee - Mr. Sam Andrew, Mr. Sam Kirk, 'ami Mr. F. Houck. Baoth
oommittee - Mr. W. Hazlewood, Mr. W. Lewis,and Wm. Andrew. Programme
committee - Mr. Gauke and Miss Telfer. Stand Ccmmitbee - Mr. W. Amy, Mr.
G. Delbridge and Sid Smith - To procure lumber to build stands. Tea Com-
mittee - Mr. Wm. Brimacombeand Sherman Houck (two bachelors).

Mr. Cooke llived where Alex Kirk new re'sid'es, a loc'al preacher and Sun-
day School worker. 'Iiheir family we're 'four daughters, Mabel (Mrs. J. Rolston),
Elva (Mrs. Rdbt. Smith), Ethel 'and Clwa. Thfusfamily withdtheT's of the dist-
rid later moved to Harrowby Distriict which became like a second Chumah.
The pi'oneers of Chumah came largely from Ontario (Huron County.)

Mis'S Telfer 'taught in Ohuma:h School 'a1 'th!i's'time. It had been moved to
the S.E.comer of Mr. Ja:s.. Kirk's - close to the site where the church was
later built. The siehool is new a nice little coltJtageon the farm of Wilmer Kirk,
'a m'ile northwest of Chumah.

Miss Telfer becrame the wHe of Dr. Frazer who a £ew years earlier had also
taught in Chumah Publi'c School.

1901
Rev. P. Davlies had finished his pastorate (1898-1901). He was a very kindly

gentleman. \Vias beloved by both. old and young. We picture him shaking h'ands
with the children and admo:l'ishing them to be good.

1902
Rev. 'SoP. Riddell Circuit still comprised-Oak River, Hamiota, 'and Chumah
Rev. Palmer a'Ssis,ted in the work in the latter part of Mr. Riddell's and first

period of Rev. W. Egan's minis.try.
At iliis time there was '<lnEpworth League whi'ch was quite active.
A large number of young people united with the church 'in this period.
Testimony 'Meetings' were held and the converts learned to give express'ion

of the'ir faith in Christ. The Epworth League helved prepare Its members for
worth while serVice in the church and 'the community.

In these days there were prairie r0ads. The 1p.eans of travel were by foot,
horse-back, ox-cart, buck'board, huggies and c~ts. There were no telephone,
r::rdio, or television and for qulite a time no railway. Bu't there were a few fact-
ors that made li'fe very happy.

The School 'an::!the Chwch had drawn the people of the district together.
The peopLe 'had become like a large family.

There was a large Hazlewood - Kirk family connecltion who had brought
a number of musical instruments with them from 'the E'ast, 'and these they used
in their familygather'lngs. They also shared talents at gatherings 'and socials
of the cam.111.unity.



Picnics were enjoyed 'by a:ll in 'the eli's'trict ·and many from tile surrounding
distriC'ts joined in tile various sports. There was qu'iltea friendly rivalry 'between
the various di'1>1ricts.Picnks and picnic suppers were a decided succes's bdth
socially and financially.

Chwrrah in turn :attended ather picnics. Th'e first of the season for many
year'i was Lavinia on the 24th of May. Then '1!herewere picnics, at Carlingville,
Scotia and others.

1903
Most of the people of Chumah hlaldpossibly hoped fVom the earlie'srt years'

to have 'a Church harne. Same were planning to build better houses for rthem-
selves and yearned 'aJso to burild a House for worship. .

J:. number of meetings were held and 'the 'Project was' soon undfl'Way,

May 21, 1902 - A meetiIJ!g was helld in the school with 'the folloWing present:
Rev. S. P. Riddell (chairman), Jos. Andrew, Wm. Andrew, G. Delbridge, G.
W. Hazlewood, F. Houck, Jas. Kirk an'd W. LeWis.

A canvass· had been made by the Pas:tor 'and $1100had been promised.
Mr. JOs·:-AndrE!:w"'\vas:appointed secrettary of 'the Trustee Board. Mr. G.

Delbridge treasurer.

Mr. G. W. Hazlewood, Mr. Jas. Kirk,and W. Lewis. were 'asked !to select
a site Tor the church. Nate: The site was laca,'ted at the sou'theast corner of Mr.
Jas. Kirk's farm. Mr. Kirk gave the site with ·the s:tfiipu~ationthat it belong to
Chwrrah Trustee Board as long as church existed on s·aJlle.

Moved by Jos. Andrew and seconded by G. W. Hazlewood that prans and
specific1ations be procured from Mr. Wm. E'lli\:itt of Brandon for a church simi-
lar to theane at Chater.

They planned to build the foundation 'that fa'll and rthe build'ing Ita commence
in the summer of 1903.

A motion was carried that one third of the money be paid in during the
winter. Mr. Jos. Andrew was 'appointed collector. Plans developed :and the Nes-
bitt Bros. contracted to build tile church for $1600.00'carpentry alone. This firm
in 'the same year built houses for Mr. Jos. Andrew in Hamidta and Mr. W.
Lewis in the Chwrrah ·district.

'"~.,Ii
The church waS built in 1903 on the foundation laid by Erni'e Bi'shop - Mr.

Joe Andrew plastered the church and 'built the chimney.

In the meeting held February 1903JMr. Delbridge reported $1780subs'cri'bed.

Mr. Homer Brown (s.cheiolteacher) was engaged ita paint It:he·chwch.
Mr. W. Hazlewood and Mr. F. Houck were 'appointed wi.th the Epworth

League to procure 'an organ.
The pews were purchased from 2ion Church, Winnipeg, for $80.00.
The new church was opened on November 1st, 1903.
On the 'opening Sunday, November 1st, morning and evening services were

held and Sunday School in the afternoon. There was -a 'good 'attendance at :all
services. Dr. Darwin was guest speaker. One elf has '!!hemes.was "The Loaves
'and Fishes".

The supper was served in the -School on tile evening of November 2nd. A
concert of local Italent was held in the church. The opening exercises. were a
decided success and the proceeds of the colledJions an~ 'supper were $145.40.The
weather for the great event was the very best possible, and this was par'tly
responsible for the large 'aud'i·ence. .



The people were qui'te happy to have a church for worship. It reminded the
ohler ones of 'the days 'before they had lEffl:their homes. to COIn€'to a new land.
It was a wonderful event for the young who had seldom, if eV,er,worshipped in
'a real church.

At this time also, the choir had 'its 'beginning. Mrs. F. Houck played the
organ and Miss Jennie Kirk was leader. Members were Miss Rachel and Ali'ce
Kirk, Florence Kirk, Albel't Conn, F. Houck, Sam Hazlewood, Ed Hazlewood,
Harold Kirk, Elva and Ethel Couke, Miss Alma Irvine, Miss E. Smith.

Thus we come to the 50 year story 'Ofchurch and District. We cannot hope
1:0give all the names or relate 'all the highl'ighlts, 'but will give what we can
of the church life of the people of the Dis,trict. From records and recollections
we have the following names:

Arthur Ridley
Mr. and Mrs. J'OeAndrew ·and adopted son Norman Anderson, Annie and
Edith. Mr. Andrew and family moved into Hamio'ta the year the church
was built.
Mrs. M. Andrew
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Lewis and children, Charles, Sidney, Myrtle, Olive,
Hazel and Nora.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hazlewood., John, Sam, and Ed.
Mr. and Mrs. Robt. I}irk, Albert, Mamie, and Gladys.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Delbridge, Jean and Roy.
Grandpa and Grandma Kirk.
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kirk, John, Will, Ira, Nellie, Milford and Millie.
Mr. and Mrs. Wm .Andrew, Bertha, Mary and Ruth.
Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Kirk, Harold, Jennie, Rachel, A1ice, James., Joseph,
and Mabel.
Mr. Sam Andrew (a bachelor) was a resident 'in the district for a number
of years, and returned later to spend the last few months of his life with
his nephew A. E. Andrew.
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Kirk and family, Robert and Albert Conn, Ernie, Flo-
rence, and Hiram Kirk who lived in 'the distr1ct ,and played their part in
1!heactivities of the community until they moved to Harrowby.
Mr. and Mrs. F. Houck and Elmer.
Mr. 'and Mrs. Geo. Andrew, Edna, Minnie, and adopted son Robert Kerr.
Fred Chester lived a number of years in Chumah and enlisted m World
War One.
J. Fin<llay, a bachelor, who lived where ehas. Lew'i's and wife (nee Ida
Shier) now reside.
Mr. Rc6t. Pearson and family, Addie, William, Minnie, Ernie, Violet,
and Gilbert.
Mr. and Mrs. James. Lewiso Edgar, Lo't!tie,and Vi'Olet.
Dan Orlth, who married F10rence IDrk.

Some who gave donations to the building funds from outside the community
were: Mr. Joe MoLean, Mr. Schmi'bt, Mr. M. Curry, Mr. W. R. Brelhour,
Mrs. Lawson, Mr. C. L. Venables, Mr. Wm. Cham'bers, Mr. A. B. Fleming,
Mr. Geo. Frazer, A friend in Chumah Wishing to remain anonymous donated
$50.00.



A farewell party was given a few weeks -after the openin'g of the church
in 'boonr of Mr. Homer Brown who was, leaving Chumah 'at 'this 'time. This
party was held in 'the home of Mr. and Mrs-. Lewis. Over seventy people gather-
ed to wish Mr. Brown Godspeed. Tills was a forerunner of many parties which
have be'en held in the various homes in Chumah.

ReJturning to the list of names we find:

Percy HO:?Janwho 'S-angin the choir.
Mr. -and Mrs. Thos. Irvine, Alma, Albert, Asa, Aleta, Wm. Russell and

Hazel.
Mr. Ed White
Mr. Steve Robus
Mr. and Mrs. McBain Sr. and family, Harvey, William, Alice, Weillngton.

Rev. W. E. Eg<ancommenced hi'S pa'sto:rate. An active minlister. A very
fiery advers'ary to King Alcohol. He, Rev. Cmzi'er, (Presb~erian) and Rev.
McKinney (Anglic'an) teamed up very well in their drive for Temperance.
Local Option came 31'Sa resU!lt of their work 'and backing of their Laymen.

Elocution conte!>'ts helped in this campaign. Rev. W. Egan helped train
some of the contestants. Miss Jennie Kirk and Mirss Florence Kirk Ibrought
honors by winning medall:s for Elocution. Proc'eeds from these contests in one
year amounted to over $65.00.

Around this time a few years earlier Mr. and Mrs. Oaves, and family
moved from theeaSit and settled on Mr. Joe AndTew's farm. Their children
were :8ddie, Alvin, Verna -and Fred.

In 1904 Jno. Smith built his house 'and rubou't1:lUSI 'time became a regular
attendant at Chumah. Formerly he had attended Scotia Church. His s~ster,
Miss Lizzie Smith S1tayedwilli him for a few years, but went glack east When
Mr. Smith married Mliss Rachel Kirk. Mr. and Mrs. Smith now reside in Ham-
iota, burt are often seen in Church 'aotiviti'es in Chum:ah. Others who have at-
tended Churma'h -church are Geo. and Dick Elliott who moved 'to Harrowby.
Mr. Dick Elliott spent his last years a mile west of Chumah. Mrs. D. Elliott
was Minnie Pearson. Mr. and Mrs. J. Woods and family also lived a few years
in ithe disilrict and we find 'tiheir ~hildren''S names 'in the Sunday School rccords.

Mr. and Mrs-. Jno. Moore were in the di'strict 'and their son WilHam, who
still keeps tabs on the doings of Chumah.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Venables moved on'tJo'their farm a mile nor.th of Chumah
Mrs .Venables held office !in 'the Sunday Seh'ool arid' was 'a 'tireless worker in
the W.M.S. Alec (now Dr. Venables) and his wile (Malbel Kirk) reside in St.
Paul. ,Dr. Venables has curleJd at many a ,bonspiel in W~nndPe'gduring 'the
years, 'and has 'arso been back to Chumah a number of ftimes. ~ati:e, now Mrs.
Joe Kirk, lives in Hamiota 'and Louise (Mrs. A. E. Andrew) resides in Chuma'h.



Sunday School Repor-t:
Supt. Mr. H. Andrew
Asst. Mr. HazlewOiod
Treasurer, H. Kirk
Secretary, Ed Hazlewood
A:sst. S. Hazlewood
Librarian, Chas. Lewis
Asst. Joe Kirk
Orgarnst, Miss Alma Irvine

Assts., Miss Alice Kirk, Miss F. Kirk
Teachers, Mr. W. Hazlewood
Asst., Mr. W. Lewis
Jr. Bible, Mrs. Houck JalIdMrs. D. Kirk
Intermedi'ate, Miss Jennie Kirk
Asst., Miss Rachel Kirk
Primary, Mrs. Jas. K!irk
Asst., Mrs. W. Lewis and Miss Alice

Kirk.
Bible Class Members:

Mrs. Fred Houck Mr. and M:ns. G. Andrew
Mr. 'and Mrs,. Sam Kirk Mrs. H. Andrew
Mr. Wm. Andrew Mr. and Mrs. T. Caves
Mr. T. Irvine Mr. and 'Mrs. R. Kirk
Mr. Dave Kirk Mr. Fred Chester
Miss Craft, who later became the second wife of Mr. F. Thornton.

The Fawn family resided in Chumah for a short time. The chilJ.dren's names
were Dave, Liz:me, Nellie, Mary, Bessie, 'and George. A number of us Will reo-
member David playing the bagpipes -at various pi'cnics and dther gatherings.
He later married Lillian Andrew, of Chumah.

1907
A medal contest is reported.
At the Annivers'8:I'Y Service a lecture 'is indric"alted.It may have been one

given by Rev. W. E. Egan on his trip to Palestine. Mr. Egan's father preached
while he was away to the Holy Land.

We have 'an account af a CliTistinas entertainment held on an afternoon
in Christmas week in the church. It was, af an impromptu na'tureWith re'Ci'ta-
'!:ions, solos, duets and choruses.

For a number of years aIt this fune we have indic'ations affinanci'al siress.
Money had to be 'borrowed and paJrd back from time to 'time. Finally the in-
debtedness was s,ettled wi1thmoney raised by C'BmVass.

1909
·Rev. W. McKim Young was 'a very devout min'is'ter and kindly man. He

conducted teaicher tr<ainJingclasses and quite a numiber receiived certificates
or diplomas. Mr. Young also took qu'i'te an active par'!: in the Summer School
at the Narrows, south of Shoal Lake. A number camped 'art:Ithis site and bene-
fited by the meetings 'there. The Epworth League had SlPeciialdays there also.

1910
The Junlior Bible Class was organized at 'this time willi 'the foNowing in

charge: Jas. Kirk Jr., Edward Hazlewood, Hiram Kirk.
Sunday School.primary crass at tl:ris time.
Teacher, Miss AlllieeKirk. Members were Ethel Andrew, Mildred Thornton,

Milford Kirk, Mildred Kirk, Norman Kirk, Clifford Kirk, Will. Irvine, Gilbert'
Pearson, Eddie Caves, Katie Venalbles, James, Stewart, Fred Stewart, Olive
Lewis.

1911
Louise Venaibles, Mervin Woods, Willie Woods, Roy Kirk, Violet Hardy,

Etizabeth Hardy, Ruby Hardy, Jean Delbridge, Roy Delbridge, Hazel and Nora
Lewis.



1912
Iola Kirk, Norma Andrew, Doris Delbridge.

1913
Te'achers and Officers:

Superintendant - Mr. W. LeWis
AssistaI1Jt - Mr. S. Hazlewood
Sec. Treasurer - Mr. Fred AndTew
Ohorister-Mr. Jos. Kirk.
Organist - Miss Jennie Kirk
Bible Class TeaJcher - Mr. W. HazlewOOd
Assistanrt~Mr. H. Andrew
JunJior Bible - Mrs. F. Houck
In!termediate - Miss Jennie Kirk
Senior Primary - Mrs. W. Lewis and Sid Lewis
Primary - Mrs. James Kirk
Assistant - Mrs. W. HazlewOOd
Librarian - John Hazlewood - Alex Venra'Wes

New names listed: Hazel IrV'ine, Russel IrVine, Gordon Thornton, Karth-
leen Thornton, Pearl Smith, Renra Smith.

In 1914 Rev. S. East came to min!isiter 1Jous. He waS qU!i'te'a fluent and
fearless preaoher. He Was, very initerested in politiicsanid worldcond'itibns. He
also lov:ed al'chiltectureand tlook 'a real part in the hUliiding of the church in
Hamiota.

In the First World War, the following en!Jlis'ted:ErnJie Pearson, W. C. Smil\:h,
Fred Hickman, Fred Chester, Will De Vries, Clarence Creery, F. W. Bradford,
W. G. Irvine, C. Linds,ay, M. Pope, AlfTed Chapman, Mii!lfordKirk, Wm. Breen,
Norman Kirk, Cecil Wade, A. Ridley, R'Obt. Oook, G. Pearson, Wm. Ni'chol,
Robt. Kerr, Wm. R. Kirk.

The fallen heroes from Chumah were: W. E. Sm'ith, Cecil Wade, F. W.
Bradford.

Mrs. Houck's mother Mrs. Ooppincame to live wi:1bher 'about this time. She
took a live intereslt in all Chuma'h 'affair's 'and Jived to be' over one hundred
years of age. .

On Rally Day, in 1916, iflheattendance was 119 and 'the 'collection was $11.75.

1917
Pastor - Rev. F. C. Middleton. He was 'a very efficient m:imster - working

very hard in ,the interest Of his pastorate and in Social Service. He aJt'tacked
the evils of the Liquor Traffic from the scientifi'c angle. He was ()ften 'called
to dther congregations to speak in the interest of temperance. Chumah had quite
a number of pulpit exchanges because of this.

Meetings were held a number of times to consider pultting a basement under
the church but finally the idea Was 'a1b'andoned.It was 'always regrelt!ted that this
was not done when the church was built.

Turning to Trustee Book - date November 21, 1916:
At a special m~g held in the parlour of Zion Meth'Odist Church, Rev.

F. C. Middleton presided. Members pres'ent Were: Brd1Jhers W. Lewis, W. Hazle-
wood 'and G. Delbridge. A mdtion for fiHing vaJcancies, in rtiheboard c'aUSed by
the Temoval from ithe district of Mr. Jas. Kirk Sr., Mr. Wm. Andrew, and 'the



deaths of Mr. Robt. Kirk and Mr. Sam Kirk. Albert Kirk was elected in the
place of his flather, Mr. R. Kirk. John Kirk succeeded his 'father S. Kirk on
the board. Ed Hazlewood succeeded Mr. Wm. Andrew. James Kirk took his
rather's (James Kirk) office.

There was much sadness on account of the tragic dea:th of Mr. Samuel
Kirk who with !hisdaughter Iola were victims of !thefire which raze'd 1Jheirhome

The flu epidemic of 1918-also took its toll. Two members of 'the hoard, John
Kirk and James Kirk were taken. At about:the slame' 'time Rev. R. E. Spence's
little daughter Ruth was taken by diabetes. James Kirk was survived by his
Wife Aleta (IrVine) ·and son Norville, besides his parents, brotlters 'and 'Sisters.
John Kirk was making plans for building his house 'and starting up on Iris own.
He also left many 'to mourn his loss. Both were very fine young men and were
greatly missed 'by the whole community. The sympaithy of the Communlity went
out to the Spence family in their loss,.

1919
April 16th - Pastor R. E. Spence. W. R. Kirk was ruppointed to fill the va-

cancy on the Trustee Baord claused by the dea'th of hiis bI'other John. Joe Kirk
also took over in the place held by his :brother J'ames. FTed Amy was also ap-
pointed to the 'board.

Plans were made to build a new shed to replace the aild one. Building com-
mittee consisted of: Mr. G. W. Hazlewood, Mr. G. Delbridge, Mr. W. W. Lewis.

1920
The new shed was built. The work was done, we believe, 'by volunteer

labor.

Mr. G. Bull was placed on the trustee board about this time and occupiied
'this 'and other aJifices till 'tire preslent time (1953).

1923
Arrangements were made for the Christmas Tree which had 'become an

annual event. A number of the older ones may remember one held in the School
House ma.'1y years before.

The 1923 meeting had the folowing officers elected in the Sunday SchD01:
Mrs. F. Houck, Lillian Andrew, Mabel Kirk, Florence Stewart, Laura Kirk,

, Mrs. Mary Kirk, Doris Delbridge, Mr. Geo. Bull, Elmer Houck.

From the Sunday School records, primary class: Teacher, :Miss E:theilAn-
drew; members: Norm'a Andrew, K!aitWeen Thornton, Haz;el Irvine, Pearl
Smith, Rena Smiith, Eileen Smith, Geneva Fowlie, Olive Stewart, Roy Amy,
Ruby Amy, Doris Delbridge, Minnie Hamblin, Wm. Jackson, Dorothy King
(Mrs. Norman Kirk.)

1924
Pastor -Rev. R. A. Swyers,. This i's 1Jheon!ly one since the opening of 'the

church that I have not known personally. I un'derstand he was 'a very fine mini-
steran was highly esteemed in the Church and dis,trict.

At a meeting cOl1JVenedin June, 'arrangemen'ts were 'made for cleaning
and painting the church. At this meeting Mr. Swyers was 'asked to invite Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. Chambers to giv,e a talk 'in Chumarh Churoh, on their tour of
Palestine, on Conference Sunooy. This was a very interes't:ing occasion. The lec-
ture was 'accompanied wi!th pictures 'and curios whi'ch :they 'brought back
with them.



Before ilie July meeting, the Church had been cleaned and Mr. Josey
had done the painfi:ng and dec'oI'a:tirrg.At !fui'smeeting a committe,e' was author-
ized 110purohase a furnace. The first furnace had not proven sati!s:f1act'Ory.A
furnllJoe was ins.talled 'and a canvass, of 'the diislt!rlct,was made and the money
Was procured to s'ettl~ a ndte in the banle

1927·1930

Pastor - Rev. E. Lund. Mr. Lund was the last minister of the Hamidta-
Chuma:h circuit. Hamio1Ja 'had slillCiontinued with the 'two churches after Union
ha dtaken plaoe 'and each 1IownchUl'ch retained its country proms" The former
Methodis.t or ~on with Ohumah, and Knox with Scdtia :and Oalmer. There was
a sys.tem of pulpit exoh'a:!1ges.The Knox Church pasltors. iWt:thistime were Rev.
S. Martin, then Rev. Mr. Wallace. There was good eo-opern.tibn 'between Ithes.e
ministers. and their charges. Rev. E. !.Jund wa:s very muchapprec,iia'ted by the
Chumah people bath as a preacher in :the Chwchandas a pastor in It:hiehomes.

Chumah had long enjoyed the association with Hamima and very much reg-
reted the separation which took place at the iterminati'On'of Mr. Lund's ministry
on the Harniota circuit. The attendance at public worship ,and the interest in the
work never seemed to be quite the same 'again.

New names which appeared on !the list during Mr. Lund's stay were:
Harry Kidd - Who marded Mildred Kirk.
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Wicks.
Mr. and Mrs. Cafto and Marjorie who lived on 1Jhefarm now owned by
Charles Lewis Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. L.King who worked for Mr. Geo. Bull at the time.
D. McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Murray, Arnold and Phyllis..
Geneva Fowlie

Mr. and Mrs. W. Brimacombe, Bob, Hilda., Doreen, Lloyd,and Margaret.

These families took a keen interest in Chumah 'church and its community
enterprises.

At this time we have more records 'a:nd names mi:s:s-ingfrom previous lis.ts
lost or destr'Oy€d. .

Mr. W. L. Kirk; known ,as "Big Bill" to dis'tinlguish hUn. from W. R. Kirk
of Chumah and "Singing Bill" of Hamiota. A't thts 1ftme,1926, i!1h:eirfamily com-
prised Mr. and Mrs. Kirk, Ronald, R:dbert, Eddie, Wilmer and Margaret.

Mr. S.S. Lewis returned to the district a:fter 13 years absence and with
him Mrs. Lewis and children Ed!fth, Ch'arles and Irvine.

- Mr. Alex Ferris !h'ad been in Chumah for some time past having married
Edna Andrew. Their family ,c'omprised Laura, Llewella, Rena, and Dave. John
Dunn operated the Chumah Elevator 'a mUe south ~ i!1h:eChurch. The Chumah
Elevator was hwt in 1924., :

Mr. Wm. NiChol worked for a number of years in the diisltri!ct, married
Violet Pearson and finally moved to a farm near Hami'ota. Mr. and Mrs. Nichol
and Mrs. Irw'in (Addie Pearson) had a warm spot in fueir hoorts for Chumah
:and came out when thi:s history was read in 1953 all: Ohumah.

From a Financial Statement attms time we have ifJhefallowi'lJJgfilgures.
W.M.S. -: $235.00: Mission Band - $145.00; Sunday School - $295.80; General
Fund - $1364.45; Grand Total - $2040.25.

Steward - G. Delbridge.



1926-1927 i's 'the halif way mark in the 50 years of the life of Chumah. Church.
Please contrast this with the list of donors of 1888.

Mr. G. Delbridge
Mr. S. Hazlewood
Mr. Jno. Hazlewood
Mr. Ed Hazlewood
Mr. J. Dunn
Mr. F. Thornton
Mr. F. Houck
Mr. Jos. Kirk
Mr. Wm.McBain
Mr. Albert Kirk
Mr. Geo. Bull

Mr. L. King
Mr. Wm. Murray
Mr. D. McDowell
Mr. Gi'l!bert P'8arson
Mr. W. L. Kirk
Mr. H. Andrew
Mr. A. E. Andrew
Mrs. Nande Andrew
Mr. W. Amy
Mr. Wm. Brimacombe
Mr. Wm. Carto

Mrs. S. Irvine
Mrs. M. Kirk.
Mr. Milfurd Kirk
Mr. W. R. Kirk
Mr. Harold Kirk
Mr. R. Pearson
Mr. Jno. Smith
Mr. J. G. Stewart
Mr. Elmer Houck
Mr. Ira Kirk
Mr. S. S. Lewis

In 1927 Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Linds'ay took charge of the Ohumah Elevator.
Their children were Leone 'and Donnie. They took their p~ace 'in the sodal life
of the district; also in the various Church work.

In perusing the material at hand our attention 'is halted by the name of
"Deacon DulYbs." ThUswas a play put on in Chumah and quite a number
of other places. rt was dlirected by Mrs. J . N. Sm!i'th.Milford Kirk took the
part Deacon Dubbs. Other names in the cast were: Roy Amy, C. Biggs, Geo.
Bull, Frank Flight, Florenoe Stewa:rtt, LJauro Kirk, Doris Delbridge, Pearl
Smi1th,Norma Andrew. The quartette accompanying them were A. E. Andrew,
F. Houck, Mrs. Wm.Kirkani OlJiveStewartt. This play deserveigre1at praise
for fine entertainment, ani 'the cas't made a nice dona'tio:1.of funis to the>
church 'and its work. They also had a fine time themselves 'and wound up 'their
tour with a turkey supper.

There are dtlher.occas'ions which this brings 10 mind. One is a concert put
on in the church in the early spring of 1926. Mr. G. W. Hazlewaoiacted as
cha!irrnan to the pl€a:sure of the audience. It waIS pos'slibly li:he last time for
!rim to act in thaJt capal0iltyas he moved to Hamiota where he spent 'the rest
of 'his years. The program was a very thrilling one throughout. It was all local
talent. There were so~os, duets, choruses, instrumental'S, re6Q'taltiCmsand read-
ings. Milford Kkk was masJter of ceremonies. The cast were <!darned in weird
foreign costumes and 'the musical ins'truments· of tin Clanorigin. Mrs. Fred
Amy (Nellie Kirk) recited. rt was the last time for her to take 'Par't in Chumah,
as she, her husband, and children moved to Isabella a 'few days -aitter.Herbert
Smith and Margaret sang in p;arts"'Where Are You Going My Pretty Maid".
George Bull gave a reai'ing, a..."ldP.earl Sm'ith recited "A Parady on Curfew-
Shall Not Ring Toni'gh't". There were a large number who 'tiookpart in the enter-
taJinment inclu:Iing the 'bib'1dwith i'llsmany instruments. A Jiarge number turned
oul to. enjoy the ooncert. ]t is O:1eof the very many' 'halPPY.occa:sions so often
enjoyed by the people of Chuma:h.

Mr. and Mrs. Mansell came lat'iliis time 1;0 live on the Frazer farm. Their
family oons'isltedof Arde'll,Mirt, Robert, Leola, Lloyd, Johna:nd Cliff. The fam-
ily joined in with the Ohurch and saci'al 'activities of Chumah.



There were quite a number of young men and women working in the COlffi-

niunity at ith!1stime. Ted Myers, who was quite intereste'd in Young People's
work, Frank and Alex FHght, Frank Ha1Jght,and GI'aJceMiner. In Amy's family
were Mrs. Amy, Roy, Ruby, Gordon and Ina.

In June we were favored with an organ recital (ane Sunday in Church) given
by Mr. Aitken who hald repaJired and !tuned the organ ..

This is another miles'tone 'in the hisltary of Chumah. At this time the
churches in Hamiota uniited and the country points of Oakner, Chumah, and
Scotia ]ormed the Oakner charge. Mr. N. McClen!aghen was the first pastor.
He had juslt been ordained and 'he was ins1JaUeldIjn!tooffi'ce in the Scoti'a ehurch.
He had formerly taken considerable young people's. work land aJdapted himself
to the same in Chumah.

Report of Sess,ion - Members 74, Adherents 10.
Sacrament administeved three times in the year.
Three baptJisms~ane admt and two ill'faJn'ts.
The Sunday Scho8'l was reported :to 'be runniIllg smoofuly.
Y.P.S. held 1'2meetings 'wi1:hanaverage a1t:tJendanceof 14.'
W.M.S. sent $150.00to the Presbyterial.

.Fundswere low in the church at this time, but when ,Chumah receiived her
share from the Manse in Hamidta it put her in -the dear again.

The Sacraments were observed regularly.
Special services were held at Easter, Mothers Day, Rally Day, Christmas,

and New Years. The Children's Story was a regular !feature in 'the church ser-
vices. -... ~.

W.M.S. held 12 meetings in the year. The average attendance' was 15. Total
amount vaised $125.00. 'J

Mission Circle and Mission Band-27 mem!oers. Average attendance 16.
Amo:mt sent away $58.35. , .

This report was adapted on motion of Pearl' Smith k:d Florencre S!tewart.
The Young Peoples Union met on aJ!terna1JeTuesdays in Janu'ary, Fei1)ruary,

and March. It closed the winte'I's activities by holding a banquet. The meetings
were well atteIl!l:Jiedand proved very p1'ool1Jable..During the summer months sev-
eral enthusiastic softball games were· played wiJlh.nei'ghlboringsocieties.

The group sent $20.00 1Jo·.TapanEvangelism. The members met in October
a:ij'Mr. A. E. Andrew'~'to'~drawnupplans for'the 'caming yerar and to ,enjoy a
happy time around the camp fire.

Another play put on by iJhe Young People was entitled Civil Service. It was
a very fascinating play and was very well done. This play ne'tted the Young
People $94.90. They donated some to the Misston Band and also bought new
Hymn Books for the church. MJa picnlc the same year the Young People raised
$27.25.



January 12th. At a meeting held in the 'home of Mrs. Mary Kirk, Rev. N.
B. McLenag'henct>rn.mended the congregation for the work done during the
year under adverse c!i.rcU1llls,'tances;'but he was dis3Ippain:ted lin the -attendance
at church and Ithe }Wckof mtereslt of many in the Drs'tl'ict and felt he 'had be't-
tel' leave in June. The people of Chumah were reluctant to 'have Mr. McLenag-
hen leave bUithe would not be preva:iled upon to stay.

Stewards at this 11me were Mr. P. Hedley, A. E. Andrew, Wm. Wirk, and Ed
Hazlewood. Mr. G. Delbri'dge, who had for many years in Ohuma'h been Steward
asked to be left off the Board. High tribute was paid 'to Mr. Delbridge for his
faithful services. A vote of appreci'a:tion was extended to him.

The final service of Rev. N. B. McLenaghen was a joint one he-l'd'in Scotia
Church the last Sunday in June. CammunJion was dbserved. There w:as 'a very
large attendance .

J,anuary 7th. With Rev. In. Dunn~tt 'in cha1r iit was reported: Members on
Roll-58; Families-29; Ad!herents-12; Weddings-I; Baptftsms-4; Numher
of meetings of Session during year-2; Sacrament dbserved :twi'ce.

1935 is always a'ssodated with the rusit 'that ret a large sedion df Maniitoba
following 'the severral yeaJ;s of drought. These years have been d'eslignlated the
years of the hungry thirties. Times were reially hard for a great m'any people
and many were forced to reGlly practi1ce economy. What seemed a curse at the
time ()IfitJherus;t wacs not without its 0ompelliS1a!tions.For that year 'torrents of
ra:in that saturaited the eart1h built up reserves in wateT'W'aysand pondS that
have been abundant suppJl1esof water since for 'ammalsanJd crops.

The first wedding ever solemnized in the church was on November 2, 1935
when Doris Delbridge was united in marI1iage to William ,Pollock, of Kemnay.
The young couple settled on the farm qui'te close to the church. Both have
played quite an 'active part in the life of Chumah and also the district around.

In a short span of itime many -changes take place in a communi'ty. Fred An-
drew had married a Chumah girl, Louise Ven'ables, and '$ this time h!ad their
two chi'ldren Ted and Marguerite. Mr. Roy Amy was married to Dorothy Du-
chart of Hamiata and had two children Betty and Bud. Mr. Jno. Hazlewood and
wife (Amanda Shier of Crandall) had three daughters, Viol~t, Alice and Ina.
Mr. arid Mrs. Sam Hazlewood, Eoarl, Llo~d, Irma, Lome, Olive 'and Raymond.
Sad 'to relate Mrs. Hazlewood diedaot 'the 'timedf Raymond's birth. Mr. and
Mrs. Ed. Hazlewood (Miss Laura BarbaI') land their daughters, E'thel (Mrs. S.
Gurr), Vel" a(Mrs. Bert Gurr), and Mervena (Mrs. Irvine). Mr. Elmer Houck
and his wife (Miss J'anneUe Strachan of iMind'dta) 'and ·their c'hilnre1'l, Fv",lvn.
and Ronnie, Mr. and MI"S. Wm. Kirk, Harvey and Berni,ce. Mr. 'and Mrs'. Albert
I-<:irk,Betty, Rcber<t, and laoter kene. Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kirk,. James, Alec,
Louise,. Donald,and Mrubel. Mr. and Mrs. S. LeWis, Edith, Ch'arles, Irvine, Rod-
ney, James and Jack. Mr. and Mrs·. Wm. McBain, Mary, Louise and Andrew.
Mr. and Mrs. John Smith, Pearl, Rena, Eileen, Newton, Herbert, John, Mar-
.garet, Alice, Velma, 'and Olive. In Mr. John S'tewart's family were hims'elf and
t'1c following 8CO,,, and daU!ghters, John, James, Florence, Gordon, Olive and





Mabel. Mrs. Stewwt passed on in 1931. Mr. Fred Thornton had passed away in
November of 1935. Family left were Mrs. Thornton, Mildred, Gordon, Kath-
leen 'an(l Louise. :Miss Mildred Thorn'ton at thii,s time was tea~hing s'chool in
Brandon. Mr. and Mrs. P. Hedley, Norville Kirk, Merle Harvey, Robert, Reg
'and William. Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Emerson. Mr. and Mrs. Catto and Margar-
et. Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Well:fuer,Norman MUriel, Joan, Hazel ·and Reg. Mr. and
Mrs. Ira Kirk, Ivan, Evelyn, Marjorie, and Keilf!h.Mr. 'and Mrs. Harold Kirk
and Fay, Eric De Vroom.

This Was tile year 1Jhra'tChumah and Scdti-a were linked up with Crandall
and Palmers'ton. Rev. J. Donnet wen't to Pierson and Rev. Mr. McFarlane
came to the Crandall Circuit.

Mrs. Johnston and daughter Francis. came 'to Chum'ah. Mrs. Johnston took
her turn teaching the mble class, sang solos in t!he church service and also
helped in the W.M.S.

Rev. and Mrs. McFarlane moved from Crandall to1Jake work ~n Bermuda.

1941

Rev. Wm. Bill succeeded Mr. McFar~ane. M tlle 'annual mee't!ing Mr. Wm.
Bill presided. The Steward's report was· given by Mr. Wm. Kirk. Mr. Milford
Kirk gave the Sunday School report. Total receIJ1ts for the Sunday School were
$102.79.

Elders elected: S. Hazlewood, S. Lewis, W. J. Pollock, and H. 'Smfth.
Organis1ts 'appointed were Mrs. W. R. K!irk and Mrs. Pollock.
The 'second wedding solemnized in the church wasllhat df Edleen Smith

when 'She was united in marri'age to Mr. Everett Tennant on July 8th, 1941.

1942
January 21. Annual meelting. Rev. Wm. Bill in the cha!ir. Mrs. Andrew was

appoonrted 'SecI'etary. The Finandal Statement showed a balance on hand of
$133.39.At this meeting it was decided that we regard 'the M. and M. alloeation
as pa!'t of the ·church 'budget. The duplex system of envelopes was also auopted
by Chumah.

Avemge 'a~tendance at Sunday School for 'the year was 40.
The W.M.S. ra:iosed$103.34'and had twelve meetings in the year.
Mission CircIe reportted 12 members.

Proceeds from Decker Play . ...__. .. $10.75
Proceeds fI'Om Mr. Pearstm's Sale .. .. 10.00
Collections fI'om other sources .. .. ....__ 11.20
TOTAL .. .. ..__.... .. .. .. .. .. $46.87

Sent away allocation-$25.00; Milk for Brita:in-$3.00; Red Cross-$5.00; as
reported by Mrs. John Hazlewood.

Organistsappoin'ted weTe MTs. Wm. Kirk and Mrs. M. Hazlewood.
Mrs. Pollock was Te-elected missionary 'Superintendant.
Rev. Wm. Bill reported for the circuit in the year ten dealths, three weddings

and seven 'ba:J}llsms. Six members received mto the Church at Chumah.
The dea:ths in Chuma:h during the year were: Mrs. F. Thorn1Jon,MIl W. L.

Kirk, Mr. Samuel Hazlewood.
At the motion of the meeting, the secretary was ,asked to enter 'a tribute

in the Congregational Book to Mr. Hazlewood.



Top-Mission Band about 1924

Center-Anniversary Sunday-1916

Bottom-Women's Missionary Society, 1931.



1943
Reports given at 'the me'E!tingcompared favorably with that of other years.

The pasltar reported h:aving done consjideraible viSiting during 'the year, and was
well pleased with the recept!ion he had received at 'the various. homes. in the
distrr'ict. A motion was made and carried that we s'end membership c'ards to
our members in 'the armed forces and to otheT's temporarily away !from Ittome.

It was moved at this meElting that a record of 'the earlier life of the con-
gregation be maide and recorded by S. S. Lewis before the 50th 'annivers:ary
of Chumah (November 1, 1953.)

January 20. Rev. W. Bill in the cha'ir. S. S. Lewis, secre:tary. The treasurers
report was given by Mr. Wm. Kirk.

Income for the ye'ar __.__. .._. $756.74
E~ense'S ..__...._.....................................485.34
Balartce on Hand ..__ __..__ __ _ 271.40

This was reported fu be the bes~t S'ta'temen't for a number of years. Mr.
Bill congra'tulave::l the Boavd and Church for the splendId Work heing dane.

The missionary report given by Mrs. Pollock---'amaunt ralsed-$46.10

The W.M.S. report by Mcrs. HoU'ck-receipts-$110.84.

Miss,ion Band by Mrs. M. Hazlewao::l---'amount raised $18.37-11 meetings.

The report giiven by Mrs. John Hazlewood 'Sltated that the cirde was quite
active 'throU'g'houlfthe year and liaised ov:er $70.00.

The report of ses'sion was given by Rev. Wm. Bill. In fue year he ofificiated
at three weddings, four bap'1li:sms,and seven funerals an whd.Ie circuit.

During the year, we loslt the two eldesrt:members, of the Chumah congrega-
tion-Mr. George Delbridge 'and Mrs. Mary Kirk. High tribute wa!Sexpressed
01 '!he deceased and words of c'amfort were wri'tten 'to 'the families bereaved.

The third wedding held in the church was on August 13th, 1942, when Edith
Lewis was joined 'in marriage with Mr. BemaI'd Grafton.

At annual meeting 'the W.A. wa:s asked to se'cure a carpel!: far ,uheplatform
and charge same to 1JheBoard of S~ewarjs. The Steward's were insltructed to se~
lalbOU'thaving lights installed and veport to the congregation.' Report was made
June 14th and Stewards proceeded wi'th p~ans for same. The lights were instal-
led in the fall by Mr. A. E. Andrew.

January 20'th. A vote or appreda:tion was, extended to Mr. Andrew for in-
stalling '!:he lights in the Church. These lights had 'alrea!dy been a real benefit
to the ,church.

Six new members were received into the Church docing the year. At thIS
meeting Mr. Bill slpoke or -absentee membership-s'aying it was. not enough to
have 0'.lT names on the regislter or to aid in 'the fiIJIanci'alupkeep of the church.
We s:h'auld do 'llhi'sand also attend Sunday Worship regularly in th'e church.

Election to OffJce: Elders-S. Lewis, W. J. Pollock, Joe Kirk, G. :Bull.
Stewards-Ed Hazlewoo::!, A. E. Andrew, Wm. Kirk, 'and Elmer Houck.

From 1912 to the time of writing mtle has been rec:orded of the Sunday
Szh~x)l.Th2 Su.l1d'aySchool has gO:le alO:lg with the church.



Mr. W. W. Lewis was superintendent for qui'te a number of years at inter-
vals with Mr. Ha2Jeliwoodas assistant. From 1920 Mr. S. Hazlewood was super-
intendent followed by 'Mr. E. Hazlewood and Mr. S. Lewis. Mr. ,S. Hazlewood
took over again with Mr. Pollock asstistant. Mr. Pollock was then SuperiIllten-
dent until the close of the church in 1953. Others who 'assisted were: Lloyd
Hazlewood, Charles Lewis Jr., 'and IrVine Lewis.

Those acting as secretaries and treasurers, were: Gordon Thornton, Milford
Kirk, Geo. BUJI:1,Robert ManseN, Roy Amy, Herlbert Smi'tlh, HaTVey Hedley,
Charles Lewis, Harvey Kirk.

Other 'assistants were: Rod. Lew'is, Roy Pollock, J'ames Lewis, Raymond
Hazlewood.

The following taught Bible Oass in the same period: Henry Andrew, S. S.
Lewis, P. Hedley.

The following took lturns: Mr. Joe Kirk, Mrs. John Smith, 'Mr. Elmer Hou'ck,
Mrs. Pollock, Mr. A. E. Andrew, Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. M. Hazlewood, 'Mr. Ed.
Hazlewood.

The following ministers who taught ait tillies were: Rev. Wm. Bill, Rev. J.
M. Wilson, Rev. J. B. Francis.

Ones perhaps ndt merrtioned who played ithe organ: Mrs. H. Smith (Viol~
Hazlewood), Evelyn Houck, Mervena Hazlewood, Velma Smith, Olive Smith,
Irma Hazlewo::d, Bevniae Kirk, Marguerite Andrew, Louise Thornton, Olive
Stewart, MaJbel Stewart.

Miss F. Stewart took an active part in Sunday School arrd Church activities.

1946
January 16th. Pastor Rev. J. M. Wilson. The annual meelting of the ~hurch

was held at the home of Mr. 'and Mrs. Wm. Kirk.
The Sunday Sohool Report was en'tered as received in 'the Sunday School

Meeting.
The W,M.S. Report was given by the 'secretary, Mrs. El:lio1Jt.12 meeltings

held, 17 members enrolled, 10.6 avel'lage 'attendan!ce, visi't!ors during year-33.
Guest speakers. 'at regular meetings were: Rev. Wm. Bill 'at World's Day of
Prayer; Rev. J. M. Wilson in October; Mrs. F. W. Decker gave a Temperance
talk. 1945was a very pie-as,ant sucoessful year in the W.M.S.

In the report of session Rev. J. M. Wilson spoke of ltiheincreased responsi-
bility of the ohurch in the post war perioo and urged the congregation to put
forth every effort to keep high 'the s,tandards of our Church and never let up in
our efforts in the cause of Church and Community.

The !treasurer reported income for year-$1050.00; 'bal'ance on h!a:nd-$317.13.
Plans were made at this meeting to have an Honor Plaque for 'the boy;s

who enlisted from Chumah in World War II.
It was also decided to preseIllt to Mr. 'and Mrs. Joe Kirk a token of remem-

brance of James Kirk who is listed wth the heroes who fell.
During ~e year 1945 sorrow came into some of our homes. Mrs .. EllidtJt

lost her husband Ri'chard Elliott. Mr. Ehner Houck his father, Mr. Fred Houck
(a real pioneer) Mrs. R. Amy los,t her mather, Mrs. P. Deuohart, of Hamiota.
Letters were written to thos'e bereaved.

At a meeting of May 20, 1945 !the congregation 'accepted the objective of
$300.00for the Pension Drive.

Arrangemenlts were also made to have the interior of 'the church painted
'and decorated. The Honor Roll Comnl'ittee ,Was authorized to o1fta!inname
plates of silver 'an!dbronze.



Congrega'tion'a'l reports received and dealt with. Miss Jean Howard's report
for Y.P.U. showed receipts for the year-$124.98.

Other reports were equally gratifying: 'DheW.M.S. - $145.66;Mission Band
-$30.63; Pension Drive - $330.00.

Mr. Wm. Kirk reported the income df the church fur the year was $1124.00.
Rev. J. W. Wilson expressed his appreciation of the years work. The Church

Register shows members on Roll- 59; non resident memlbers -14; withdrawals
in year -2; BaJI::1tislJns-3.

Arrangemenlts were made for the lIDve'ilingaf the Honor Plaque in May.

The 'dhuroh was painted as 'arranged fur in the meeting.

A speda:l service was held in the church on a Sunday !in M!ay, and the
Honor Plaque was unveiled by Mrs. Joe Kirk. A large number were present
for the occasion. Rev. J. M. Wilson conducted the service. The pl'aque has· been
placed in Hamiota United Church.

HONOR ROLL

R. R. Elliott W. B. Kirk
J. A. Kirk C. W. Lewis
J. F. Kirk J. McFarlane
J. N. Kirk M. McLe'alJ
Fallen Heroes - J. F. Kirk and J. Tocher.

1949

J. D. Manselll
A. J. McBain
J. Tocher
C. M. Mansell

The annual meeting was !held at Mr. 'and Mrs. William KIrk's h'ame. The
W.M.S. reportted 11 meetin~, average 'alVtendance 17.7, No. O'fmembers 23,
raised in one yE'ar $120.21; work done during years at home and !a!hroad-sent
to Canadiam Church relief $50.00, Church Home for Girls $15.00, Ca:nadi'an ap-
peal for children $15.00,Womans Chrisman Temperance $5.00, Donated 110 Mis-
sion Band $10.00,British food partcels $10.00,Share in Mdtion Picture <andQuilt-
ing sup. $15.00.

Mr. Charles Lewl's .was appointed elder in Mr. Joe Kirks pra:ce 'and Mr.
Joe Kirk Was retained 'as honorary Elder as long as his name Temains an the
Chumah Membership Roll.

The s'ecre~ary was instructed Ita send a le1Jterof sympathy and flowers to
former Pastor Rev. Wm. Bill who was ill.

Mee.ting Was closed with lunch and a soda'! hour.
During the year 1949 our treasurer Mr. Wil]iialJnKirk was removed by

death. He had giv€'l1many years ()Iffaithful servl'ce in the Church and Com-
munity. The duties of TrEasurer fla:ssed to Mr. -SoLewis.

Mr. and Mrs. Bd Hazlewood moved into Hamiota 'a'boutfuis time. The
Hedley family trnnsferred their membership 110 Hamiota, too.

RepOIit s'h:owedmembers· on roll-54, non resident names-15. Mr. C. Kidd
was elected Sceowardin the plia'oe held by Mr. Ed Hazlewcoi. Mr. Ed Hazle-
woc>i was re~ne::1 as Honorary Steward.

1950
This was 'a Tecord year flnancially for the W.A. 'and W.M.S. Amount raised

by same wcmen was: W.A.-$216.26; W.M.S.-$200.00.
The'ireasurer of both orgamzaltions Mrs. E. Houck.
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Church Union. 1953 will be



the fiftieth year of the life of Chumah Church.

Mr. Wilson urged that bdth dates be made memoraJble in the :I1istory of
Chumah.

11ow:ard the end of the Church year (June 30), a speci'al Oongregatiorml
Meeting was called 'at !the cIJ1urchto make 'Plans for the future. A't 1Jhemeeting
hel'Cl'at Crandall Rev. J. M. Wilson resrlgn'ed .as Pastor of CI'andia:l!l.Circuit and
Scoti!a decided 'to dose leaving only Crandall 'and Chumahas Balmers<ton had
closed 'a few years ibelfore. This was poss:iJblythe largestcongreg:atlonal meet-
ing ever held in Chumah. After considerruble di,scus:sion it was, decided ito re-
main in the CI'andall CiI'cuit.

Rev. J. M. Wilson withdrew from '1JheCircuit 'and Rev. J. B. Friancis began
his mini'Sitry during fue year 1950. Thev. J. B. Francis had made a house to
house vlsi'tation during hJi..sfirst few weeks on the cirouit.

Session report-Crandall membership-107; non resi'denit-67; Chumah
membership-61.

The fourth wedding to be 'Solemniwd in OhumaJh church was when Rev.
J. B. Franc'is united in marriage Miss Ina Hazlewood and Ormand
Hyndm'an, October 13,1951.

Progress for the year was very ·good. All bI'anches· reported satisfactory re-
turns despite handicaps of lower quotas on grain 'and lower prices on farm
products. Chumah were under financhd strain since 'tihe separation of Scotia.
The attendance though a little better than formerly still left much 'to be des-
ired. If all the families of Chumah WOu'ldattend church 'and :show a real inlterest
in the work, what a wondeI'ful appointment it might be.

Conditiousaredif.ferent than years '31gD it is true. The chur~h through the
earlier years was really the centre of all community liJfeand the plaice people
met.

Today there are so many more means of cammuni:cation. We have the
ra:dios wi:th itJheir various entertainments ,andohurch s.erv!i.oes.With !the cars
people travel further from home. There are more enltertainments. in halls and
theatres. There :are numel'OUSskating, hockey and curling ev·ents. 'Dhese'things
have a fine part to play in our community life, but cannot satisify 'the needs
of human souls. The Church has a piar't 'to play in our midst greater perhaps
than ever belfore. The Bible exhorts not to forget 'the assembling of ourselves
together "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 'to the other 'and the
Lord heard it 'and a book oifremembrance Was writen berore Him for them that
feared the Lord and thought on His na:me 'and .they shall be mine saith the Lord
of Hosts in that day when I makeup my jewels and I will spare 'them as a
man :spareth his own 'son that sereve'th him."

The cOns'olidation of schools was ~,·contributing fa!c1f:orwhich led to the
closing af the coun'try churches·. As to Oli~rnah it became a dividing factor. The
-eas,thalf of the district went to schaol in Hamiota. The West section to Crandall.
So ilt is not surprisnng that interests were taken in the 'tJownto Which !they at-
tended school. It became more diffku1t 'as ltime went on to keep the anteTest in
the rural charge. ]t was a sense of loyalty 'that kept it alive for a num-
ber of years.



The fifth wedding in the Church was in October of 1952 when Rena Ferris
and Mr. Holmes were united in marri1age by Rev. J. B. Francis.

1953
In the spring of 1953, Rev. Mr. Francis was taken ill and it was. 'apparent

th'alt he would ndt 'be able 1Jodo the duties of a pastor. A num!ber ()If meetings
were held and arI'an:gements weve made 1:0carryon 'by ourselves 'till the end
of June as shown in 'the congregational book.

It was later decided that Chumah dis'band and its· mem'bers were 'asked to
unite with the churcf1 of their choice. Nearly all members joined up wi'th the
Crandall 'and Hamiotachurches.

In 1954 McConn€IH Church was des1troyed by fire 'and McConnell bought
the Chumah church '3...!l'dmoved it to the present site in McConnell v'iUage. The
church was l'e-apened on the 2nd day of November, 1955. The people of Chumah
are very happy to know their church is s'till serving the cause for which it was
built.

The listdf people ·of'the district in the c'l(}siJngc'haJpltershows many changes
fram 'the 1926 list. Of 34 men seven are listed here. Of 'the women Ialbout the
same. Seventeen men and women dec2as'ed, 'about Itwen!tymoved away.

We cannbt clos·e without a trlbUite to 'the Minister's wives wh() mingled with
the people of Chumah, visited in homes, 'and l'eceiV'ed the people into :theirs.
They have served their part in our Church ·and commun'ity enterprises at all
times and /their servkes have been appveci'ated.

We ean never name ail who hay,e shared in tile life of the district nor can
we relate all the highlights. There have been Snnday School Institutes <andCon-
ventions, various campaigns, shOlWersfa the girls, receptions for 'the 'boys of
two wars, presentations. to 'boys bringing wives from other parts, nnd welcome
1:0 their 'brides, farewells to those leav'ing 'the dis'trict, <lJrldwelcomes for those
coming in.

We can never truly express our gratitude to our pioneers and to those
who have lived and labored in this community.

Plans,ar eunde!' way to erect a cairn in memory of the pioneers.

List of Minis1ters-
Rev. Baker~1883-1884
Rev. Myers-1884-1886
Rev. G. H. Lon:g-1886-1887
Rev. Osterout-1888
Rev. W. P. McHaffie-1887-1888
Rev. W. H. Taylor-1888-1890
Rev. W. R. Hughes----l;l.890-1892
Rev. W. B. Chegu~n-'1~92-1893
Rev. J. B. Beynon-1893-1894
Rev. W. Scmerville~1894-1895
Rev. J. J. Cruila>hanks-1895-1898
Rev. P. W. Davies-189B-1901
Rev. S. P. RiddeU-1901-190~
J. F. Palmer, Assistant
Rev. W. E. EgaJl1-1905-1909
Rev. W. A. McKim Young-1909-19U
Rev. S. E'a'st-1913-1915
Rev. F. C. Middleton-1915-1918
Rev. R. E. Spence-1918-1921
Rev. R. A. Swyers-1921-1924
Rev. E. Lund-1924-193(J



Rev. N. B. McLenaghen-1930-1934
Rev. In. Dunnett-1934-1938
Rev. J. McoFarlane-1938-1940
Rev. Wm. Bi'l:l-1940-1945
Rev. J. M. Wi'l!son-1945-1950
Rev. J. B. Fr'ancis-1950-1953

People of Chumah - 1953
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Andrew, Cst. Ted Andrew, Marguerite, 'and Harry
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Amy, Betty, Bud, 'Marlene, Neil, and Pa'tty.
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Bull
Mr. and Mrs. Jno. Buitler
Mr. and Mrs,. H. Bailey, Wayne, Gail, Glen, Bl'a[r, and Lynne.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter CalJbeck
Mr. and Mrs. RoM. Elliott, Lynda and Richard.
Mr. and Mrs. Alec Ferris
Mr. land Mrs. D. Ferris and Chris"
Mrs. M. Hazlewood
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hedley and Bonny
Mr. 'and Mrs. L'loyd Hazlewood
Miss Olive Hazlewood
Mr. and Mrs. In. Hazlewood
Mr. Raymond Hazlewood
Mr. and Mrs. E. Houck, Evelyn 'and Ronni~
Mr. and Mrs. G. Johnston, Dennis, Herbert, Lawrie, Jaick, and Lois.
Mr. and Mr,s. Don Kirk, Donnie and Lesllie
Mr. and Mrs. Alec Kkk 'and Bar'lJara Louise
Mr. MiiJifordKirk
Mrs. Margaret Kirk, Harvey and Bernice
Mr. Clifford Kirk
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Kirk, Connie, Doreen, Lynda illlld IJarry
Mr. 'and Mrs. Albert Kirk, Betty, Robert ood Irene
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Kirk, Gerald anld Shirley
Mrs. G. Krirk
Mrs. E. Kirk 'and Keith
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Kirk and Glenda
Mr. 'and Mrs. C. C. Kidd, Garry, Gaylene and Lynda
Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Lewis, Irvine, Rodney, Jim 'and J'ack.
Mr. :and [Mrs. C. W. Lewffi iand Sidney John
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Murray, Heather 'and Sharon
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McBain
Mr. 'and Mrs. Wm. PoUock, Roy, Wrrlrna, and Phyllis
Mr. 'and Mrs. John Smith, Allan and Ronnffe
Mr. 'and Mrs. M. McLean, Karen, Katherine 'and Donald
Mr. and Mrs. Herlb Smith, Glenrlia, JudY,and Ken
Mr. James Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Smith, Wayne, Betty Ann and Donna
Miss Kathleen Thornton
Mr. mId Mrs. Gordon Thornton, Fred, Robert, Qare and Hanoon.

Compiled by S. S. Lewis


